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I was 5 years old when I sat next to my mother 
watching her skilled hands working on an old 
Singer sewing machine. It was impressive to see 
my mom making nice dresses for me and my 
other four sisters. That was not only my mother’s 

as a minister of the gospel with a family of nine 
made that a critical necessity. 

I recall that we did not own a fridge, washing 
machine, or even a TV but the sewing machine 
was more precious than gold for my mom and us. 
My mom cooked daily, washed up dishes, and 
washed our clothes all by hand. I remember her 
sitting behind the sewing machine mending our 
clothes and sharing jokes and stories with us. 

My mom passed away several years ago but I kept her sewing machine as a reminder of loving care. Perhaps it 
is this sewing machine that ignited the spark in me to help Syrian refugee women and girls to be trained in 
sewing at our two centers in Beqaa Valley. Whenever I visit a humble tent with basic “furniture” in it I am over 
delighted to see a sewing machine donated by Together, For the Family for a woman who was trained for six 
months at our sewing school.

“I am Mustafa. I am so little and tiny, only 3 months old.   I live with my parents and three siblings in a small 

dripping water and the weather was so cold. My mother did her best to keep me warm. Unfortunately, my 
mom is unable to breastfeed me due to health issues that she faces. I survive on a special kind of milk, but 
due to the economic crisis in Lebanon, it is very hard for my parents to get me enough milk. In addition, the 

Family team for coming to my rescue each time when I feel hungry or cold.”
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In the midst of all, we do believe that God is working in us 
and through you and us to achieve his good purposes.  


